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Chap. 302

CHAPTER 302

The Nursing Homes Act
I . In this Act,

Interpretation

(a) "Act" includes the regulations;
(~)

"Department" means the Department of Health ;

(c) "inspector" means a person designated under clause l of
subsection l of section 14 or a person or a member of a
class of persons designated by the regulations as inspectors;
(d) "licence" includes a provisional licence;

(e)

"Minister" means the Minister of Health;

(f)

"nursing home" means any premises maintained and
operated for persons requiring nursing care;

(.g) "regulations" means the regulations made under this
Act;
(h) "resident" means a person admitted to and lodged in a
nursing home. 1966, c. 99, s. l.

2 .-(1) The Minister is responsible for the administration and
enforcement of this Act.

Minister
responsible

I

(2) Where this Act requires or authorizes the Minister to do Uelrg~tion
any act, such act may be done on his behalf by any officer of the ~fal~~~~
Department whom he designates to do such act. 1966, c. 99, s. 2. and duties

3 . No person shall establish or maintain and operate a nurs ing :'\ursing
home unless it is licensed under this Act. 1966, c. 99, s. 3.
n~~~0 be
4 . No person shall use the term "licensed nursing home" in
. wit
. h any premISeS
·
·
connection
un I ess t hey are l"1censed un der t I11s
Act. 1966, c. 99, s. 4.
S. The Minister may issue licences under this Act.
c. 99, s. 5.

1966,

6 . On the application in writing s igned by the licensee and by
. t ha t h'1s 1·1cence be trans ferred, t he
any person to whom he desires
Minister may, by endorsement on the licence or otherwise in
writing, transfer the licence to that person, and thereupon that

~:¥'of wrm
hrcfllll'{J
nursin~
homl''

l!<.•ue of
li<'enrc•

Tr11n;!tr of
licence•
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person becomes the licensee of t he nursing home with the same
rights and obligations as if the licence had been iss ued to him in
the firs t ins tance. 1906, c. 99, s. 6.
J oint

lire•nM'i'~

7. Where a licence has been issued to two or more persons
jointly and any of such persons dies leaving t he other or others
surviving during t he currency of the licence, t he licence remains in
force and has the same effect as if it had been issued to the
survivor or survivors. 19GG, c. 99, s. 7.
8 . - { l ) Where the licensee or the sole surviving licensee dies,
t he :\linister may, by endorsement on the licence or otherwise in
writing, transfer t he licence to any person nom inated by t he
executors or administrators of t he deceased licensee of t he nursing
home with the same rights and obligations as if t he licence had
been issued to h im in the firs t instance.

Idem

(2) If t he licence is not t ransferred under subsection l wit hin
two mont hs after t he death of t he licensee or of the sole surviving
licensee, the M inister may revoke t he licence. l9G6, c. 99, s. 8.

~ ur.inl(

9.- ( 1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint a
committee, consisting of not more than five members, to be
known as the Nursing Homes Ad visory Committee, and may
designate one member of t he committee as chairman.

Homei.
Ad vi.,,on·

('ommitlce

Qu orum

(2) T hree members of t he Nursing Homes Advisory Committee constit ute a quorum. 1966, c. 99, s. 9.

Rcv0<•ation
or licence

10.- (1 ) A licence may at any time be revoked by t he
M inister,
(a) if t he nursing home is unclean, unsanitary or without
proper fire protection ;
(b) if the s tandard of nursing care of resident provided in
the nursing home is inadequate ;
(c) if .the nursing home is managed or cond ucted in a
manner contrary to t his Act;
(d ) if the nursing home is maintained or operated in such a
manner t hat t he revocation of t he licence is required in
the pu blic interes t ; or
(e) if the licensee has made default for at least two months
in paying t he annual licence fee.

~otlt'1'

(2) Before a licence is revoked, the i\l inis ter s hallgive notice to
the licensee of t he nursing home, by registered mail, of t he grou nd
upon which it is proposed to revoke the licence, and s hall send a
copy of such notice to the chairman of t he Nursing Homes
Advisory Committee.

Sec. 14 (1) (e)
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(3) The Nursing Homes Advisory Committee s ha ll provide the
licensee, within fifteen days after he has received the notice, wit h
an opportunity of appearing before it at a hearing and presenting
such evidence and making such representations as he desires.

Hearing

(4) Where the Nursing Homes Advisory Committee after the
hearing finds that there is ground for revoking the licence, t he
Minister shall revoke the licence. 1966, c. 99, s. 10.

Action

11. Where a nursing home is operating without a licence, each
. s h a JI arrange to vacate t he nursing
. home as soon
res1.dent t herem
as it· is practicable and the M inister s hall assist in finding
appropriate alternative accommodation. 1968-69, c. 79, s. 1,

Yi«:ating
unhcenS<.'d
home

part.

12.- (1) In addition to the inspectors designated by the
regulations, the Minister may designate one or more officers of
t he Department to be inspectors for the purposes of this Act.

Inspectors

(2) Every licensed nursing home and its books and records Inspection
shall at all times be open to inspection by an inspector.
~~~ueiing
(3) Where an inspector believes or suspects that any premises Inspection
are being used as a nursing home without being licensed, he may ~~~s~ted
at any time and from time to time enter and inspect such premises
and every part thereof, and every person who prevents or
obstructs or attempts to prevent or obstruct any such entry or
inspection is guilty of an offence and on summary convict ion is
liable to a fine of not more than $200. 1966, c. 99, s. 11.

13. Any person who contravenes any provision of this Act or
the regulations for which no penalty is otherwise provided, except
section 11, is guilty of an offence and on summary conviction is
liable to a fine of not more than $1,000. 1968-69, c. 79, s. 1, part.

Penalty

14.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make such
regulations with respect to nursing homes as are considered
necessary for carry ing out t he purposes of this Act, and in
particular,

Regulntions

(a) classifying nursing homes and residents;

(b) exempting nursing homes from t he application of t his

Act;
(c) respecting the construction, establis hment, location,
alteration, safety, equipment, maintenance and repair
of nursing homes;
(d) respecting the management and operation of nursing
homes;
(e) respecting the officers and staffs of nursing homes and
prescribing their functions;
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(f)
(g)
(h)

(i)

(j)
(k)

(l)

Application
to el•'-"-'
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prescribing the books and records that shall be kept by
licensees of nursing homes;
requiring the accounts of nursing homes to be audited;
prescribing the reports and returns that shall be made to
the Department by licensees of nursing homes;
respecting the licensing and provisional licensing of
nursing homes and prescribing the conditions applicable
to licences or provisional licences, and the fees payable
therefor ;
defining the term " nursing care" for the purposes of this
Act;
respecting the admission, treatment, care, conduct,
discipline and discharge of residents of nursing homes;
designating persons or classes of persons as inspectors
for the purposes of this Act and prescribing the duties of
inspectors. 1966, c. 99, s. 12 (l); 1968-69, c. 79, s. 2. '

(2) Any regulation may be made applicable to any
nursing home or resident. 1966, c. 99, s. 12 (2).

cl ~
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